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important decision for the future will be taken. The World Education
on, Republic of Korea, in May marked an important moment for the global
community. On the way to adopt the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in
ork in September, it shaped the education agenda for the future. The Incheon
laration defined quality and equity as main issues for the development of our sector.
ducation should be available for all and lifelong, formal and informal, recognizing that no
education system is adequate to the needs of globalization, economic competitiveness,
sustainable development and social justice, which limits itself only to the needs of school
children and students. Parents, workers, farmers, citizens, men and women, ethnic minorities
should be recognized in their educational needs to ensure a harmonious development in the
society. This is good news for us, as we have beaten the drum for a long time for this, for, as

we call it, a holistic view on education.

In this newsletter we present the two important documents of the WEF: the so called Incheon
Declaration as the outcome document of the official UNESCO-government conference and
the Declaration of the NGO-Forum, articulating the specific viewpoint of the global education
movement. Both documents are important references within the discussion on the future of

education in our region.

To enrich these political framework documents, this issue also presents experiences from a

on-formal education workshop held in New Delhi, India. | hope you will find the reading

able and fruitful.

Uwe Gartenschlaeger
Regional Director
DVV International, Southeast Asia
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Towards Equity, Quality education and Lifelong Learning:
the World Education Forum in Incheon, Republic of Korea

A transformative vision for education over  depends on the upcoming debates in
the next 15 years was adopted at New York on the SDGs in September,
the World Education Forum, where the goal will finally be equipped
which concluded 21 May with a set of targets, shaping the
2015 in Incheon, Republic agenda for the next 15 years. Another
of Korea. The Incheon important process deals with the
Declaration was formulation of measurable indicators,

welcomed by the which is scheduled for the first months

global community, of the coming year. Only if the adult
including education community will be able to
government suggest and get approved robust
ministers from indicators for the sub-sector, we will
more than 100 have the chance to be recognized. At
countries, non- least, this is the lesson learnt from the
governmental Education for All process, where youth
organizations and and adult education was neglected

youth groups. It mostly due to the lack of quantitative

encourages countries indicators.
to provide inclusive,

equitable, quality Before the official start of the WEF two
education and life-long days were dedicated to the NGO
learning opportunities for Forum, where civil society
all. The Declaration underpins representatives shaped their view on
the education targets in the the education agenda. One focus was
Sustainable Development Goals that the call for an inclusive and holistic

Delegates at the WEF with will be ratified at the United Nations in concept of education, which is based on
Uwe Gartenschlaeger (third September. human rights and the concept of lifelong

from left), Regional Director learning, a demand, which was shared

of DVV International. In the Declaration, representatives agreed by the Incheon Declaration. Delegates

on suggesting equitable and inclusive quality =~ emphasized that quality education is
education and lifelong learning for all by 2030  possible only with well paid and
as the global goal. This reaffirms the commit- qualified teachers and trainers in all
ment made in the framework of the Education for
All process for a holistic understanding of education.
Discrimination based on age, sex, social status or
ethnicity should be eliminated. Based on an understanding
of education as a human right, the declaration stresses
the need for an integrated approach, which provides
equal opportunities for all and ensures high quality
education.
The Declaration marks a success for the advo-
cacy efforts of the global adult education commu-
nity to ensure that the global agenda will not be
limited to formal education with primary, secon-
dary, vocational and higher education sectors
only. However, it still remains open how this
broad commitment will be operationalised. A lot




Vhszo

DVV International

Education for Everyone. Worldwide.
Lifelong.

segments of the system, which have the
possibilities for constant training and
upgrading. Case studies and presentations
show that in many regions of the world
and especially in non-formal
education a lot remains to be
improved. Another major concern
was the growing tendency
towards privatization in
education, which already affects
all sub-sectors and promotes
growing inequality. Governments
in many parts of the world use
this trend to reduce spending for
education, despite the negative
consequences especially for
marginalized groups.

The events were accomplished by
several impressive presentations of the

Korean hosts, who highlighted the

investments in education during the last 60 years
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as one of the main success factors for the development
of their country. The Korean vision for the future
focuses very much on global citizenship education and
creativity as objectives for the education system.
Whereas this seems to be a reaction of what is
perceived as crucial for the competitiveness of the
country, the idea of “happiness education” as a subject
might as well be a reaction to the costs of the current
Korean way: each day, three students commit suicide in
an atmosphere of immense pressure to be successful.

In this newsletter we document the Incheon Declaration
and the NGO Forum Declaration in English and Lao
languages.

Uwe Gartenschlaeger
Regional Director
DVV International, Southeast Asia
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Incheon Declaration

Preamble

1. We, Ministers,
heads and
members of
delegations,
heads of
agencies and
officials of
multilateral and
bilateral
organizations,
and
representatives
of civil society, the
teaching
profession, youth and
the private sector, have
gathered in May 2015 at
the invitation of the Director-
General of UNESCO in Incheon,
Republic of Korea, for the World Education Forum 2015 (WEF
2015). We thank the Government and the people of the Republic
of Korea for having hosted this important event as well as
UNICEF, the World Bank, UNFPA, UNDP, UN Women and
UNHCR, as the co-convenors of this meeting, for their
contributions. We express our sincere appreciation to UNESCO for
having initiated and led the convening of this milestone event for
Education 2030.

Inchenn Daclaration

Fducation 2030k

Towards inclusive and '@ i
eguilaide guality education and "‘-._1.
[felong learning for all

2. On this historic occasion, we reaffirm the vision of the worldwide
movement for Education for All initiated in Jomtien in 1990 and
reiterated in Dakar in 2000 — the most important commitment to
education in recent decades and which has helped drive
significant progress in education. We also reaffirm the vision and
political will reflected in numerous international and regional
human rights treaties that stipulate the right to education and its
interrelation with other human rights. We acknowledge the efforts
made; however, we recognize with great concern that we are far
from having reached education for all.

3. We recall the Muscat Agreement developed through broad
consultations and adopted at the Global Education for All (EFA)
Meeting 2014, and which successfully informed the proposed
education targets of the Open Working Group on
Development Goals (SDGs). We further recall
regional ministerial conferences on education
note of the findings of the 2015 EFA Global M
the Regional EFA Synthesis Reports. We reco
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contribution of the Global Education First Initiative
as well as the role of governments and regional,
intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations in galvanizing political commitment
for education.

Having taken stock of progress made towards the
EFA goals since 2000 and the education-related
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as well as
the lessons learned, and having examined the
remaining challenges and deliberated on the
proposed 2030 education agenda and the
Framework for Action as well as on future priorities
and strategies for its achievement, we adopt this
Declaration.

Towards 2030: a new vision for
education

. Our vision is to transform lives through education,

recognizing the important role of education as a
main driver of development and in achieving the
other proposed SDGs. We commit with a sense of
urgency to a single, renewed education agenda
that is holistic, ambitious and aspirational, leaving
no one behind. This new vision is fully captured by
the proposed SDG 4 “Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote life-long
learning opportunities for all” and its corresponding
targets. It is transformative and universal, attends
to the ‘unfinished business’ of the EFA agenda and
the education-related MDGs, and addresses global
and national education challenges. It is inspired by
a humanistic vision of education and development
based on human rights and dignity; social justice;
inclusion; protection; cultural, linguistic and ethnic
diversity; and shared responsibility and
accountability. We reaffirm that education is a
public good, a fundamental human right and a
basis for guaranteeing the realization of other
rights. It is essential for peace, tolerance, human
fulfilment and sustainable development. We
recognize education as key to achieving full
employment and poverty eradication. We will focus
our efforts on access, equity and inclusion, quality
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and learning outcomes, within alifelong learning
approach. and mechanisms to measure progress. We will ensure that
teachers and educators are empowered, adequately recruited,

6. Motivated by our significant achievements in well-trained, professionally qualified, motivated and supported
expanding access to education over the last 15 within well-resourced, efficient and effectively governed
years, we will ensure the provision of 12 years of systems. Quality education fosters creativity and knowledge,
free, publicly funded, equitable quality primary and ensures the acquisition of the foundational skills of literacy
and secondary education, of which at least nine and numeracy as well as analytical, problem-solving and other
years are compulsory, leading to relevant high-level cognitive, interpersonal and social skills. It also
learning outcomes. We also encourage the develops the skills, values and attitudes that enable citizens to
provision of at least one year of free and lead healthy and fulfilled lives, make informed decisions, and
compulsory quality pre-primary education and respond to local and global challenges through education for
that all children have access to quality early sustainable development (ESD) and global citizenship
childhood development, care and education. We education (GCED). In this regard, we strongly support the
also commit to providing meaningful education implementation of the Global Action Programme on ESD

launched at the UNESCO World Conference on ESD
in Aichi-Nagoya in 2014. We also stress the
importance of human rights education and
training in order to achieve the post-2015
sustainable development agenda.

and training opportunities for the large
population of out-of-school children and
adolescents, who require immediate,
targeted and sustained action
ensuring that all children are in
school and are learning.

10. We commit to promoting quality
lifelong learning opportunities for all, in
all settings and at all levels of
education. This includes equitable and
increased access to quality technical
and vocational education and training
and higher education and research, with
due attention to quality assurance. In
addition, the provision of flexible learning
pathways, as well as the recognition,
validation and accreditation of the knowledge,
education target should be considered skills and competencies acquired through
met unless met by all. We therefore commit non-formal and informal education, is i
to making the necessary changes in education further commit to ensuring that all youth an
policies and focusing our efforts on the most especially girls and women, achieve relevant
disadvantaged, especially those with disabilities, functional literacy and numeracy proficiency |

7. Inclusion and equity in and
through education is the
cornerstone of a
transformative education
agenda, and we therefore
commit to-addressing all forms
of exclusion and
marginalization, disparities and
inequalities in access, participation
and learning outcomes. No

e

to ensure that no one is left behind. life skills, and that they are provided with adult
education and training opportunities. We are als
We recognize the importance of gender equality to strengthening science, technology and innovation.
in achieving the right to education for all. We are Information and communication technologies (ICTs) must be
therefore committed to supporting gender- harnessed to strengthen education systems, knowledge
sensitive policies, planning and learning dissemination, information access, quality and effective
environments; mainstreaming gender issues in learning, and more effective service provision.
teacher training and curricula; and eliminating
gender-based discrimination and violence in 11. Furthermore, we note with serious concern that, today, a large
schools. proportion of the world’s out-of-school population lives in
conflict-affected areas, and that crises, violence and attacks
We commit to quality education and to improving on education institutions, natural disasters and pandemics
learning outcomes, which requires strengthening continue to disrupt education and development globally. We

inputs, processes and evaluation of outcomes commit to developing more inclusive, responsive and resilient
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12.

13.

14.

15.

education systems to meet the needs of children, youth and
adults in these contexts, including internally displaced persons
and refugees. We highlight the need for education to be
delivered in safe, supportive and secure learning environments
free from violence. We recommend a sufficient crisis response,
from emergency response through to recovery and rebuilding;
better coordinated national, regional and global responses; and
capacity development for comprehensive risk reduction and
mitigation to ensure that education is maintained during
situations of conflict, emergency, post-conflict and early
recovery.

Implementing our common agenda

We reaffirm that the fundamental responsibility for successfully
implementing this agenda lies with governments. We are
determined to establish legal and policy frameworks that
promote accountability and transparency as well as
participatory governance and coordinated partnerships at all
levels and across sectors, and to uphold the right to
participation of all stakeholders.

We call for strong global and regional collaboration,
cooperation, coordination and monitoring of the implementation
of the education agenda based on data collection, analysis and
reporting at the country level, within the framework of regional
entities, mechanisms and strategies.

We recognize that the success of the 2030 education agenda
requires sound policies and planning as well as efficient
implementation arrangements. It is also clear that the
aspirations encompassed in the proposed SDG 4 cannot be
realized without a significant and well-targeted increase in
financing, particularly in those countries furthest from achieving
quality education for all at all levels. We therefore are
determined to increase public spending on education in
accordance with country context, and urge adherence to the
international and regional benchmarks of allocating efficiently
at least 4 - 6% of Gross Domestic Product and/or at least 15
- 20% of total public expenditure to education.

Noting the importance of development cooperation in
complementing investments by governments, we call upon
developed countries, traditional and emerging donors, middle
income countries and international financing mechanisms to
increase funding to education and to support the
implementation of the agenda according to countries’ needs
and priorities. We recognize that the fulfilment of all
commitments related to official development assistance (ODA)
is crucial, including the commitments by many developed
countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national
product (GNP) for ODA to developing countries. In accordance

16.
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with their commitments, we urge those
developed countries that have not yet done so
to make additional concrete efforts towards the
target of 0.7 per cent of GNP for ODA to
developing countries. We also commit to
increase our support to the least developed
countries. We further recognize the importance
of unlocking all potential resources to support
the right to education. We recommend
improving aid effectiveness through better
coordination and harmonization, and prioritizing
financing and aid to neglected sub-sectors and
low income countries. We also recommend
significantly increasing support for education in
humanitarian and protracted crises. We
welcome the Oslo Summit on Education for
Development (July 2015) and call on the
Financing for Development Conference in Addis
Ababa to support the proposed SDG 4.

We call on the WEF 2015 co-convenors, and in
particular UNESCO, as well as on all partners,
to individually and collectively support countries
in implementing the 2030 education agenda, by
providing technical advice, national capacity
development and financial support based on
their respective mandates and comparative
advantages, and building
on complementarity.
To this end, we
entrust UNESCO,
in consultation
with Member
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States, the WEF 2015 co-convenors and other partners, Global Education Monitoring Repor,

to develop an appropriate global coordination hosted and published by UNESC
mechanism. Recognizing the Global Partnership for mechanism for monitoring and re
Education as a multi-stakeholder financing platform for proposed SDG 4 and on educati
education to support the implementation of the agenda proposed SDGs, within the mech
according to the needs and priorities of the countries, we established to monitor and review t
recommend that it be part of this future global implementation of the proposed SDGs.

17.

18.

coordination mechanism.
19. We have discussed and agreed upon the essential

We further entrust UNESCO, as the United Nations’ elements of the Education 2030 Framework for
specialized agency for education, to continue its Action. Taking into account the United Nations
mandated role to lead and coordinate the 2030 summit for the adoption of the post-2015
education agenda, in particular by: undertaking development agenda (New York, September 2015)
advocacy to sustain political commitment; facilitating and the outcomes of the Third International
policy dialogue, knowledge sharing and standard setting; Conference on Financing for Development (Addis
monitoring progress towards the education targets; Ababa, July 2015), a final version will be presented
convening global, regional and national stakeholders to for adoption and launched at a special high-level
guide the implementation of the agenda; and functioning meeting to be organized alongside the 38th
as a focal point for education within the overall SDG session of the General Conference of UNESCO in
coordination architecture. November 2015. We are fully committed to its
implementation after its adoption, to inspire and
We resolve to develop comprehensive national guide countries and partners to ensure that our
monitoring and evaluation systems in order to generate agenda is achieved.
sound evidence for policy formulation and the
management of education systems as well as to ensure 20.Building on the legacy of Jomtien and Dakar, this
accountability. We further request the WEF 2015 Incheon Declaration is an historic commitment by
co-convenors and partners to support capacity all of us to transform lives through a new vision for

development in data collection, analysis and reporting at
the country level. Countries should seek to improve
the quality, levels of disaggregation and
timeliness of reporting to the UNESCO
Institute for Statistics. We also

request that the Education for All
Global Monitoring Report be
continued as an independent
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2015 NGO Forum Declaration
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Towards the right to inclusive quality public education and lifelong learning

beyond 2015

1. We, the representatives of national, regional and
international non-government and civil society
organisations from different parts of the
world have gathered at the NGO
Forum in Incheon, Korea, from 18th
to 19th May 2015. The Forum has
been held ahead of the World
Education Forum (WEF) 2015
scheduled to take place in
Incheon from 19th to 21st May
2015, to prepare for our active
participation and effective
engagement.

2. We have taken note of the status of
Education for All (EFA) based on the 2015
Global Monitoring Report, complemented by
independent EFA assessments, discussed the
contributions of civil society on EFA since Dakar in 2000,
reviewed the status of the post 2015 process and
analysed the WEF Drafty,declaration and Framework for
Action. Following/our deliberations over the past two
days, we have adopted this statement, which reflects the
aspirations of the Civil Society Organizations as we set
our eyes on Education2030.

3. We re-affirm that education is a fundamental human
right and a public good that is key to promoting social,
economic and environmental justice. States have the
duty to provide free quality public education and lifelong
learning for all and to ensure the right to education is
enshrined in law and enforceable. We are however
alarmed that today, 121 million children and
adolescents are still out of school, with major
inequalities in terms of access and quality. At
least 781 million adults are denied the right to
literacy, two-thirds of them being women. To
address these and other challenges, the post
2015 education agenda must be rights-
based, universal, holistic and within a
lifelong learning perspective, drawing on
lessons from the past, fully addressing the
unachieved EFA goals and ensuring greater
ambition to prepare young people and
adults for life and to meet the challenges of
the 21st century.

4. We welcome the Draft Declaration and

NGO Forum

-":"“ integrated as part of the United Nation's

-

Framework for Action (FFA) for the WEF on the
assumption that the fundamental content will remain
unchanged, that there will be no regression from
the current human rights perspective and
degree of ambition of the targets and that the
recommendations in this Declaration are
taken on board.

5. We furthermore expect that the
education goal and targets will remain

Sustainable Development Goals to be
adopted in September 2015, thus
recognising the critical role of education for
social, economic and environmental justice and
the indivisibility of human rights. We support the
recommendation of the co-facilitators in the New
York Intergovernmental Negotiations that where x%
is used in the adult literacy, skills and teacher
targets, these should be replaced by “all”.

. We agree that the goal to “Ensure inclusive and

equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all” should stand as our
collective vision for the post 2015 agenda. To this
end, we call for the commitment to twelve years of
free, publicly-funded formal quality education for all
by 2030, nine of which should be compulsory. We
furthermore call for ECCE from birth to school entry
age group be progressively free. We reaffirm the
right to progressively free
and public quality
higher education
and vocational
education and
training.
Each
country
should
set clear
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benchmarks and milestones to outline how they will
achieve this.

7. We need more attention to be placed on what the
commitment to lifelong learning really means. It is an
approach that is transformative, a commitment to a
vision of learning that starts from birth and extends
throughout life, and encompasses quality formal,
non-formal and informal learning, recognising all people
from children, youth and adults to older people as
rights-holders. The foundation lies in early childhood
care and education, which is essential both for
promoting well-being and for enhancing social cohesion
and national development. ECCE must be holistic and
comprehensive, respecting the unique characteristics of
young children and ensuring that all reach their full
potential. Similarly, adult literacy and education policies
and programmes must be prioritised and publicly
funded, being appropriate to adulthood and designed
with learners, focussing on empowerment. Achieving
lifelong learning further requires that all barriers to
progression through different cycles of education are
eliminated, including the recognition of prior informal and
formal learning.

8. We reiterate our call for ensuring that
access, equity and_guality are
addressed together for all
ages, within and outside
formal education'settings.
Special emphasis should
be given to the inclusion
of those marginalised
by gender, race,
language, religion,
ethnicity, indigeneity,
disability, sexual
orientation, health
status, geographical
location, refugee or
migrant status, socio-
economic status, age,
emergency, manmade disaster and
conflict, among others. We recognise that
women and girls from marginalised groups face
additional, multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination. States and organisations should never
separate access and equity from quality, including in
conflict-affected and disaster-prone areas. Indeed, the
central challenge that most education systems face is to
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ensure equity in the quality of education, ending
segregation and stratified systems that exacerbate
inequalities in societies. Whilst ensuring quality for all
education systems must celebrate linguistic and
cultural diversity, resisting the drive towards
standardisation which may undermine diversity.
Particular emphasis should be placed on out-of-
school children and youth, including those who live in
conflict affected states, in providing education
opportunities, as well as creating pathways to
reengage them with the formal system. We support
the commitment that no target be considered met
unless met for all.

. Quality education extends beyond literacy and

numeracy by encompassing the acquisition of a broad
set of knowledge, skills and values, as well as
fostering critical thinking, creativity, solidarity,
dialogue and problem solving. It is rooted in fulfilling
and inclusive learning experiences, requiring safe,
secure and inclusive learning environments; motivated
and valued teachers, high quality materials as well as
relevant, broad curricula that encompass human
rights education, education for sustainable
development and global citizenship education. Quality
education values individual and cultural and linguistic
diversity, strengthens democracy and promotes
peace. The learning process must be based on a
learner centred approach.

10. Central to the achievement of all
education targets, equity, quality education
and learning for all are teachers who are
well trained, professionally qualified, and
valued and have decent remuneration no
less than that of professionals with
comparable qualifications in the public

service and/or private sector. Governments

should increase investment in teacher
education and the provision of continuous
professional development and support, ensuring
gender sensitive recruitment and training. They
need to create decent and attractive working
conditions for all teachers, education support
personnel and educational leaders. Teacher
organisations need to be respected and recognised as
independent and legitimate actors. They need to be
centrally involved in all social dialogue concerning
education policies, salaries and conditions of service
and this should be guaranteed through legislation.
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Given its centrality the teacher target should have a more society movements that we are presently
immediate deadline of 2020. witnessing across all continents and which
jeopardises the fulfilment of the right to education.
11. Whilst supportive of the FFA as a whole we are deeply

12.

concerned by the narrow range of indicators.in its annex. To 13. We are deeply concerned and also strongly
achieve the goal we strongly recommend that national and condemn the continued threat to the right to
regional indicators should show a progressive narrowing of education due to the rising incidents of attacks and
the gap in access and achievement between the richest 20 % violence in and around educational institutions,
and poorest 40 %, measured each five years. We need to leading to casualties of students and personnel. In
have a more ambitious and holistic set of indicators, both addition, school-related, gender-based violence
universal and thematic, which are consistent with existing needs to be recognised as a significant barrier to
human rights obligations and in line with the content and spirit education, particularly for girls. More attention

of the goal and the full set of education targets. Particular needs to be paid to addressing the root causes of
attention is needed to ensure that there are diverse indicators conflict and violence. It is an outrage that many

for quality education that recognise and track inputs, governments are disproportionally investing in the
processes and a wide spectrum of outcomes. In relation to military and/or are increasing their military
learning, the focus should also be on strengthening formative expenditure more rapidly than their education
assessment which can help to guide practical improvement, expenditure. Education systems, both formal and
rather than an over-emphasis on internationally standardised non-formal, should promote a culture of peace,
tests and comparisons. There should be a clear recognition intercultural understanding, harmony and

that setting indicators is a political, not purely technical, act tolerance, working to overcome all forms of conflict
and that final approval of thematic indicators must be subject at all levels.

to appropriate democratic oversight.
14. The post 2015 education agenda cannot be

We welcome the recognition that civil society participation achieved without adequate financing. We therefore
should be institutionalised and guaranteed in all processes call for the following:

— as this is crucial to ensuring governments are held to

account and achieving inclusive, quality education for all. a. National governments should absolutely adhere to
Accountability, transparency and the importance of civil international benchmarks for ensuring increased
society’s watchdog role, including expenditure-tracking, domestic financing for education, by
during the implementation and monitoring of the post-2015 T allocating at least 6% of the

GDP and at least 20% of
the national budget to

agenda must be underscored. We recommend that this
explicitly includes all stakeholders including

teachers unions, parents groups and £ education. The use
representative student movements as well as i, " o A e of a range of
NGOs, children and youth-led movements, e gl R e A 15-20% and
communities, learners’ organisations, ' . i e i . 4-6% as it
disabled people’s organisations, currently
indigenous organisations, academic and stands in the

research institutions, women’s FFA dilutes
organisations and other social this
movements that represent excluded essential
groups. These diverse actors should be benchmark.
meaningfully involved in all the stages of

policy dialogue, planning, decision b. More
making, monitoring and evaluation of the attention
2030 education agenda. Furthermore, needs to be
human rights can only be fulfilled in a paid to

context of democracy that recognises

participation as a right in itself. To this end, we
condemn and call for an end to the discrimination,
persecution and criminalisation of activists and civil

expanding the
domestic resource
base. Whilst we
welcome the FFA's
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references to expanding the tax base and challenging harmful
tax incentives we need to oppose not just tax evasion but
aggressive tax avoidance, which, though technically legal, can
be immoral in denying countries the funds needed for
delivering on the right to education. We join the call for an
empowered intergovernmental body on tax which is mandated
to set tax rules and empowered to enforce these rules — as a
key step to ending the abuse of tax havens.

c. Donors should commit to clear targets - whether doubling of
aid to basic education or ensuring that at least 10% of aid is
spent on basic education. The Dakar pledge on financing
needs to be boldly reasserted in Incheon and delivered on
seriously in the coming years. Donors need to prioritise their
aid on low income countries and fragile and conflict affected
countries. Aid to education in humanitarian contexts needs to
be at least doubled from the low base of 2% to 4%.
Furthermore, debt cancellation in favour of education should
be re-emphasised.

d. Governments and donors should prioritise spending on
achieving the goal and targets for the most marginalised
communities. Spending to increase equity improves quality of
life for everyone.

e. The Financing for Development conference in Addis Ababa
must come up with a comprehensive framework for financing
the post-2015 sustainable development goals. We call on
governments and all partners to ensure that the Addis outcome
document has a commitment to financing the education goal
and all of its targets, with the specific minimum benchmarks for
domestic financing and external support described in
paragraph 14 (a) and (c) above.

The Global Partnership for Education should align fully its
strategic plan and financing mechanisms to the collectively
agreed education goal and targets. It should support countries
to develop comprehensive education sector plans and should
avoid creating parallel goals, objectives or targets.

g. Clearer commitments are needed to ensure all
public money (including aid money raised
from taxpayers) is spent on public
education and is not supporting or
subsidising for-profit provision in
any way. Private sector
contributions to the education
sector should aim to reinforce
the need for greater public
investment in education and
research rather than to replace

15.

16.
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the role of national
governments. We
therefore, reaffirm
education as a public
good and reject calls
for increased
privatisation or
commercialisation in
education, including any
support for low fee private
schools and for-profit
universities. Equally we oppose

any trade agreements that include

education as a commodity and facilitate
liberalisation of education services and loss of
rights, as in the case of the Trade in Services
Agreement (TISA). We also call on all governments
to put in place stronger regulation of private
provision of education to prevent abuse,
fragmentation and increasing inequity.

We support the need to improve monitoring and
evaluation of progress at all levels and the push for
a data revolution, especially in ensuring that
disaggregated data is transparently available to all
in order to inform education policy and practice.
The biggest challenges lie in strengthening nati
systems and capacity-building in qualitative
quantitative data collection as well as meani
and effective analysis. This needs to be giv
priority over the aspirations for internationall
comparable data. There needs to be a huge effort
to track the extent to which all equity gaps in
education are reduced.

We recognise the crucial role played by UNESCO
as the mandated UN agency for education and we
urge continuation of an inclusive, democratic
process and architecture which engages member
states, relevant UN agencies and civil society. This
partnership is crucial to success. As civil society
we value the Collective Consultation of NGOs on
EFA and the composition of the EFA Steering
Committee, which includes civil society
representation.

17.  We, the representatives of
national, regional and international
non-government organisations and
civil society organisations from
different parts of the world are
committed to work and cooperate
with governments and a wide
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range of groups, individuals and institutions to reach our goal to “Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunity for all of quality education for all”. In particular
we commit to:

Continue engagement and dialogue with UNESCO at all levels

and other key stakeholders in articulating the education agenda
with the UN SDGs agenda, in particular at the World Education
Forum;

Engage all governments at local, regional and central level to fulfill
their commitment to implement the 2030 education agenda and
Framework for Action;

Increase our advocacy for education both within and outside of the
education community and hold States and donors accountable for meeting
their obligations;

Foster the active engagement of families, children, youth, students,
teachers and communities, especially those most marginalised, so that
their voices are heard in agenda-setting, policymaking and
implementation;

Disseminate this outcome document throughout the CCNGO/EFA
membership and the broader civil society at national, regional and
international levels;

Disseminating the Declaration from the World Education Forum 2015 and
the Framework for Action “Education 2030”.

Together, we need to continue to make a compelling case 7 o

facilitating achievement of all other SDGs. The
new global compact on development requires a
new generation of active global citizens of all
ages in all countries, developing and
sharing the attitudes, knowledge and
behaviours which are essential for a
sustainable planet. To achieve dignity
and social and environmental justice,
we need inclusive, equitable, quality
education and lifelong learning for
all.
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Workshop on Learning and Planning to Support Youth Skills
and Organizational Building with Partners

19-25 April, New Delhi, India

|. Background

DVYV international supports youth and adult education,
knowledge-sharing and skills development in particular
with the participation of disadvantaged groups in remote
areas, to enable them to gain further knowledge, and
improve their livelihood. DVV international receives
support from the German International Cooperation
Institute which has regional offices in every region of the
world. Key interventions include the organization of
trainings for strengthening
W technical officials’
T — - |3, knowledge, capacity,
| "1y, and skills in both
governmental and
non-
governmental
organizations,
with different
/| training
topics each
year. This
year, in 2015,
the workshop
on Learning
and Planning
to Support
Youth Skills and
Organizational
Building with Partners
was organized in the
PRIA center in New Delhi,
India with 25 participants from
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan,
Jordan, Germany, Nepal, Vietnam, Lao PDR and the
Philippines. PRIA (www.pria.org) is a leading Asian
organization active in Lifelong Learning, community
development and research.

Il. Outcomes of the workshop

« Participants presented country background and
significance of their projects to all.
» Presenters from PRIA introduced the training topics

and asked participants to discuss and share lessons
on life skills for youth, organisational development,
presentation of model lessons of Participatory
Appraisal and Research, and planning for project
writing. A study tour presented a good example of
participatory appraisal in a village some 200 km
away from New Delhi.

» Participants from different regions of both Asia and
Germany came to a common understanding of many
of the problems affecting youth, especially children
and young girls, in the fields of drug and sexual
abuse, early marriage, crime, human trafficking,
unemployment, illiteracy, poverty and others. At the
same time, participants shared important insights on
how to tackle these issues.

» The workshop included a study tour to see
community livelihoods projects, a cultural tourist site
and designate urban areas in New Delhi, India.

+ The workshop served as a great opportunity to study
the current situation and exchange knowledge and
practices with development agencies, government
organizations and non-governmental organizations
to become more sustainable and improved.

+ Attendants participated in development project that
is useful for youth to propose to relevant
organizations to support implementation.

The strong and weak points of the workshop as well as
some important experiences gained can be described as
follows:

A. Strong points

* Under supervision and convenience given by the
Secretary of Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth
Union, the External Relation Committee Central
Party Ministry of Foreign Affairs approved to attend
the workshop.

* Fund and venue were supported by DVV
International; and presenters from PRIA were
presented at a high level.

+ Strong cooperation of participants helped to build
solidarity and exchange knowledge and experience
with other participants and partners from Asia and
Germany.
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o B. Weak points

* Due to the celebrations of Lao New Year, preparation for the workshop
took place in a relatively short time, thus, sharing of knowledge and
experience was not sufficient or was not through a diversity of
modes.
* Most of the lessons learnt were through the exchange of

theory; in the future more attention should be given to
study tours.

C. Experiences gained
+ Participants could gain knowledge, experiences and
ideas, and share them openly.
*Participants could learn about the local culture,
Indian livelihoods, and had the opportunity to travel

internationally, and to stay in a city of large population
during the five-day workshop.

Suggestions
1. We suggest the higher level continue to give
authority approval for more officials from related
organizations to attend training workshops like this.

2. We suggest DVV International continue the organization of
training workshops with similarly relevant topics on, children, girls,
and youth development, and try to organize them in different countries.

Phouvong Manivong

Head of Radio-TV Division,

Mass Media Department

Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union

il
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