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Editorial
Dear Readers,

The Ministry of Education and Sports
is now working on a new Education
Sector Development Plan for the
years 2016 — 2020. This is a very
important period, especially as the
ASEAN Economic Community will
start already 2015, and will bring a
higher level of integration and
exchange, including in the field of
education and training.

2015 is also the year when the
Millennium Development Goals and
the Education for All program will
come to an end. Evaluations and
reviews are underway to find out
what has been achieved, and where
we have to invest more in the
future. On the way to new
Sustainable Development Goals, and
an appropriate education agenda
the Muscat agreement has been
reached. It calls for “Ensure
equitable and inclusive quality
education and lifelong learning for
all by 2030”. The Bangkok Statement
was developed by the Asia Pacific
Regional Education Conference
which saw a strong delegation from
Lao PDR with HE Vice-Minister Lytou
Boaupao as leader.

How can we make sure that there is
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1. won81, JonzJud, fovlhnzuzdicu, wzﬁnjméum 1. We, Ministers, heads of delegations, leading officials
2938Imuinfimutie war go9te, way tmjpiitegly  of multilateral and bilateral organizations, and senior
29353n1u§053mﬂj§jﬁu € §jﬂ’l1ﬁﬂlﬁjl§8ﬂ"’§U Won representatives of civil society and private sector

o\ o x & oy & o ws organizations, have gathered at the invitation of the
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NUmeee1811L suruagstn TLLaeULSEG Usinn Director-General of UNESCO in Muscat, Oman, from 12
: 5 uj 1 P v : - - 14 May 2014, for the Global Education for All (EFA)
S'UTU’ Eljoum.mlz ) 14 wofuwﬂ 201:l,onsjuuguauou Meeting. We thank the Sultanate of Oman for having
lannyofiunudngciisyndiu. wont§I2=nInNIL

" hosted this important event.
29U 11U LMW 293UznnlauIy Bitddy

P o o G s e & 2. Recalling the GEM 2012 Final Statement, we take
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note of the 2013/14 EFA Global Monitoring Report, the
regional EFA reports, the Resolution of the 37" session
of UNESCO's General Conference on Education Beyond
2015, the Decision of the Executive Board of UNESCO
at its 194" session and the Joint Proposal of the EFA
Steering Committee on Education Post-2015.

Status of EFA

3. We acknowledge that the worldwide movement for
Education for All, initiated in Jomtien in 1990 and
reaffirmed in Dakar in 2000, has been the most
important commitment to education in recent decades
and has helped to drive significant progress in
education. Yet we recognize that the Education for All
(EFA) agenda and the education-related Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) are unlikely to be achieved

2. mauﬁun3Lcu'jjmum:1@0283:183&guazﬁu‘tancfﬁsmu by 2015, and acknowledge the co.njcinued. relevance of
Snzundu D 2012 (GEM 2012) fiu céjwoméﬂ‘cﬁ the EFA agenda. More than 57 million children and 69

v o =~ o o e o million adolescents still do not have access to effective
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L o. - . N N N basic education. In 2011, an estimated 774 million
OguzBdoniudngadisyniiutudiotland 2013/14, 4n

o N " ~ = adults, of whom almost two-thirds were women, were
uywnudnaiisyniiuluazivwiniy, nejUsgues)  jliterate. Non-completion of formal schooling,
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guunazIn 038 37 Twwndunzuiingofiunmucrite insufficient levels of basic skills acquisition, and the
nyofiunwdngmend 2015, nwiinduteszzw quality and relevance of education are of key concern.
02muusInugucungztn unejdsguiyin 194 «ar At least 250 million children are not able to read, write

nragInusaueejnzusULnsingofiunwdnglle  or count well even after having spent at least four

ynfunyofiudngzalitfiuniugnsdisd 2015. years in school. We note with concern that there are
persistent inequalities in access, participation and
learning outcomes at all levels of education,
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particularly for the most vulnerable groups and
minorities. Gender inequality is of particular concern,
as only 60% of countries had achieved gender parity at
the primary level and 38% at the secondary level by
2011. We also note that the inadequacy of financial
resources has seriously undermined progress towards
providing quality education for all.

4. We further note with concern the increasing
violence and attacks against children and personnel
within the education institutions. Therefore, protecting
education from attack must be an integral part of the
post-2015 education agenda.

5. We acknowledge that future education development
priorities must reflect the significant socio-economic
and demographic transformations that have occurred
since the adoption of the EFA goals and the MDGs, and
the changing requirements in the type and level of
knowledge, skills and competencies for knowledge-
based economies. Therefore, we recognize that there is
a strong need for a new and forward-looking education
agenda that completes unfinished business while going
beyond the current goals in terms of depth and scope,
as well as to provide people with the understanding,
competencies and values they require to address the
many challenges that our societies and economies are
facing.

Vision, principles and scope of the post-2015
education agenda

6. We reaffirm that education is a fundamental human
right for every person. It is an essential condition for
human fulfillment, peace, sustainable development,
economic growth, decent work, gender equality and
responsible global citizenship. Furthermore, it
contributes to the reduction of inequalities and the
eradication of poverty by bequeathing the conditions
and generating the opportunities for just, inclusive and
sustainable societies. Therefore, education must be
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ronzRnesjwoniniduzEuy tudzqdu. defined, aspirational, transformative, balanced and
holistic, and an integral part of the broader
international development framework. It should be of
universal relevance and mobilize all stakeholders in all
countries. Education must be a stand-alone goal in the
broader post-2015 development agenda and should be
framed by a comprehensive overarching goal, with
measurable global targets and related indicators. In
addition, education must be integrated into other
development goals.

8. We affirm that the post-2015 education agenda
should be rights-based and reflect a perspective based
5"{38‘]’(]' lﬁ:nnqn' (AL 29U(20 299N9)YL3UNIY on equity and inclusion, with particular attention to
Snaadjyd 2015 gender equality and to overcoming all forms of
discrimination in and through education. It must
support free and compulsory basic education. It should

. o o o . o expand the vision of access for all to reflect relevant
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K ’ k learning outcomes through the provision of quality
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Suzignoruynuiniouniudngiieute wayr dyniaztenin  methods and information and communication

vouldindiaulouaol war FEuHIno1ududs. technologies. Through governments, the state is the
custodian of quality education as a public good,

recognizing the contribution of civil society,
communities, families, learners and other stakeholders
7. 21Qenudngagdisd 2015 aouardniunidngd1gaeuwdl,  to education. The post-2015 education agenda must be
Jaorudinnzony, Inudjusutuy, a01U0UNTJ KR flexible enough to allow for diversity in governance
nquccﬁ‘fgg(uugou@u1 Qg EUUQOUU?JjZ?]é‘]ﬁUQSj?SUﬂﬂU structures. It must continue to promote sustainable

o b o o~ o A ' i i
fionzwitindiygonluaztivgfiv. Junouiiesiiues) development and active and effective global and local
citizenship, contribute to strengthening democracy and

peace, and foster respect for cultural and linguistic
diversity.
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29Ufﬁﬁcz’jﬂwﬂunouaoucﬁjmmﬁoumjﬂ z?mjaéej, i 9. We stress that the full realization of the post-2015
education agenda will require a strong commitment by

both governments and donors to allocate adequate,
equitable and efficient financing to education. This
must be accompanied by strengthened participatory
8. woncS18isdud1orarndngr 530 2015 aouciudnf  governance, civil society participation and

Sutiun was dunwssdieuldidivdiogsusiicdiu accountability mechanisms at the global, national and
local levels, as well as improved planning, monitoring
and reporting mechanisms and processes. It will also
require coordinated partnerships at country level.

o o -9 a n Ko A
unSncnndunidione Wazdulan cay Gogdni
nyjogeI. vsnuniy, MudnzitiegtdSuniuSaulugsa
Tucdswisnauiinnzuigue).

DUNIU29INDIILLITWI €L NDUIDLYNAU-NNZI-Un
wingow, tnvgwizdinlgnorusuaunmdudounn
99270 (AT NMUSBIZLULYNSUNILAICUN Tigw1s T Kz
guniudngs. Judeltddydunmdngwinysivsy Overarching Goal and Global Targets

10. We support “Ensure equitable and inclusive quality
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education and lifelong learning for all by 2030” as the
overarching goal of the post-2015 education agenda.

11. We further support the translation of this goal into
the following global targets, for which minimum global
benchmarks and relevant indicators will be
identified/developed:

Target 1: By 2030, at least x% of girls and boys are
ready for primary school through participation in
quality early childhood care and education, including at
least one year of free and compulsory pre-primary
education, with particular attention to gender equality
and the most marginalized.

Target 2: By 2030, all girls and boys complete free and
compulsory quality basic education of at least 9 years
and achieve relevant learning outcomes, with
particular attention to gender equality and the most
marginalized.

Target 3: By 2030, all youth and at least x% of adults
reach a proficiency level in literacy and numeracy
sufficient to fully participate in society, with particular
attention to girls and women and the most
marginalized.

Target 4: By 2030, at least x% of youth and y% of adults
have the knowledge and skills for decent work and life
through technical and vocational, upper secondary and
tertiary education and training, with particular
attention to gender equality and the most
marginalized.

Target 5: By 2030, all learners acquire knowledge,

skills, values and attitudes to establish sustainable and
peaceful societies, including through global citizenship
education and education for sustainable development.
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Ondusy, TnucuTsnorugzwiuwnmiwdIge (x EFA partners. We encourage UNESCO to continue
Jj.uﬁuzﬁﬁeuiemnzﬁg_m. facilitating the debate and to consult Member States
and key stakeholders in the further development and
refinement of the overarching goal and global targets
and the identification of corresponding indicators, as
well as the development of a Framework for Action to
guide the implementation of the future agenda. In
addition to global targets, country-specific targets and
indicators should also be developed, reflecting the
diverse social, political, economic and cultural contexts.

13. We commit to using this Statement as a reference
for the negotiations in the global consultations on the
post-2015 development agenda, in order to ensure
that this latter has a strong education component. To
this end, we ask the Director-General of UNESCO to
share this document with all Member States of
UNESCO, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
(UN), the co-chairs of the Open Working Group, the

araouied 6: D 2030, SonzuiwyndznoSudssiy Committee on Sustainable Development Finance as
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uarnfiracty 15. Today, we reaffirm our commitment to achieve the
EFA goals and ensure education for all citizens. We
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development agenda with the post-2015 education
agenda approved at the WEF 2015 in the Republic of
Korea in May 2015.
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1. woned, Jonzluddnsadinay, weiingudonzuwdy 1. We, Ministers of Education, high-level
29 € Ejmqjuﬁqggjéjmuﬁoﬁjmjﬁjﬁu, §jmuﬁqﬁ”’j government officials and representatives of civil
INUINFOVOSIY, FrmeUrz1zin (Ug) Junss) society organizations, teachers’ organizations,

United Nations (UN) agencies, development
partners, and members of academia and the
private sector, gathered in Bangkok, Thailand at
the Asia-Pacific Regional Education Conference
from 6 to 8 August 2014. We thank the Ministry of

mn’énﬁjsjsouﬁnmzm, (AT ILUIBN29IIL I UNIY
NI (AT 2LEVINWWINENZEY, Higulocluitsou

fudrguiivignen drannly, Howlu nejurguniy
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ESﬂ?&zECOjE\OMJ?SU?'%:UﬂUj m%omnmmnlnem Education of Thailand for hosting this important
Jernntnddunuduriwininciinejdsguininoiu event.
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IO IIK VL. 2. Having taken stock of the progress made in the



2. nowduriiluarduuintiulunwivgiindwoues) region in achieving the six Education for All (EFA)
ngngudiennduddsdnge, lnonadamarusdii goals, having examined the remaining challenges,
mwz‘ﬁﬁjr;ﬁjes} Ay vty ldidiunjofiutuniy3usgn and having reflected on future priorities and
ez L8A Lo ccmusgmnxamémﬁuwmfﬁueﬂéméfﬂn strategies for the Asia-Pacific region to achieve
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e\ me - ~ . adopt the present statement. Our deliberations
929N, woniS iiSuseydinzuyiniudzady. won . . .

RN , ~ L were built on the national EFA reviews, the
Lsﬁo.u:’1‘1Uwzﬂazmmjsauﬂsuciumumgmonﬂnnjo Muscat Agreement adopted at the Global
flunudngiisyniivduorastdizin. 2findize; Education for All Meeting (Muscat, Oman, 12-14
ﬂsjUg%UﬁW?lﬁﬂ WiSuseyd tar VS gy Ty May 2014), and the Outcome Document of the
ngng1tudiolan SSuynanejrgy (Vrasuyadin UN General Assembly Open Working Group for
Juanalaww, 12-14 dingzws 2014), «ay (enegy Sustainable Development Goals.
ﬁu‘cﬁéufﬁmw’lmmwzgﬂgm fﬁ%nﬁjﬁuzﬁcénajnéﬂ 3. We fully endorse the vision, principles and targets
5U£ijﬂunﬂyesjmuﬁomxmccuv@uﬁj. laid out in the Muscat Agreement, noting that the

o . oo L. overarching goal to ‘ensure equitable and
3.  won&rldinmugzaliugzoyudiuindtgdin, dua inclusive quality education and lifelong learning
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for all by 2030’ reflects the aspiration of the
region for education and development.

Asia-Pacific Perspectives on the Post-2015 Education
Agenda

4.

We reaffirm that education is a fundamental
human right for all children, young people and
adults, and an essential condition for peace and
inclusive and sustainable development. We also
reiterate the importance of education in
promoting human rights, human development,
gender equality, a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship, and appreciation of
cultural diversity. We agree that education is
essential to inclusive growth, as well as happiness,
well-being and prosperity for all in Asia and the
Pacific.

Since the birth of the EFA movement 25 years ago
in Jomtien, Thailand, the Asia-Pacific region has
made remarkable progress towards achieving the
EFA agenda. Investment and overall progress in
education have contributed to rapid economic
growth and social transformation. At the same
time, we recognize that the agenda remains
unfinished. This is the impetus for an expanded
vision of Education for All and for meeting
persisting and emerging challenges, including
demographic changes, migration, climate change,
environmental degradation and the technological
divide.

Regional Priority Action Areas

6.

Lifelong learning for all

Equitable and inclusive access to quality learning
should be ensured for all - children, youth and adults -
at all levels of education, from early childhood care
and education (ECCE) to tertiary education, in both
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formal and non-formal settings. ECCE plays a crucial
role in building strong foundations for learning and
development. We strongly recommend the provision
of 12 years of free and compulsory education for all
by 2030. While every effort should be made to ensure
that all children have access to quality learning
opportunities in school, alternative learning pathways
should also be supported and recognized. Given
persistent low levels of adult literacy in some parts of
the region, in particular among women, we are
determined to ensure functional literacy for all from
the perspective of lifelong learning.

7. Equity and equality

We commit ourselves to addressing all forms of
marginalization, as well as disparities and inequalities,
especially gender inequality, in access to education
and learning processes and outcomes, including in
conflict and crisis situations. The needs of people with
disabilities should be addressed at all levels of
education. Focused and effective actions including
reform must be taken to make education pluralistic,
to remove barriers to equal opportunities and to level
the playing field for those who are disadvantaged
and/or marginalized.

8. Skills and competencies for life and work

In light of socio-economic and demographic
transformations, not least of which are shifting labour
markets, all learners should acquire relevant skills
including technical and vocational skills for decent
work and entrepreneurship. In addition, they should
acquire skills and competencies that allow them to be
more creative and innovative, to think critically, to
communicate effectively, to solve problems
independently, and to be able to adapt to and
assimilate change. Such knowledge, skills, values and
attitudes should be developed so as to enable all
children, youth and adults to enjoy secure lives,
participate actively and responsibly in their
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communities, embrace diversity, live and work
together harmoniously, and contribute to peaceful
and sustainable development through Global
Citizenship Education (GCE) and Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD).
9. Quality and teachers
Quality learning is a priority for the region and
teachers are central to quality learning. Efforts must
be made at all levels and in all educational settings to
ensure that all learners are taught by qualified,
professionally-trained, motivated, committed and
well-supported teachers who use appropriate
pedagogical approaches. Quality in education will be
supported also by learning environments that are
safe, healthy, gender-sensitive, inclusive and
conducive to learning, mother tongue-based
multilingual education, and comprehensive
monitoring and quality assurance systems.
10. Information and communication technologies
(ICTs) for education
The effective and responsible use of ICTs in education
is crucial to enable learners and teachers to
adequately respond to the world of change. We will
develop and utilize innovative educational platforms
that improve access to education, in particular in
remote areas, enhance the quality of learning that is
responsive to diverse needs at all levels, and
strengthen education management. We will ensure
that ICTs are fully utilized to achieve the post-2015
education agenda.
11. Governance and financing
We are determined to establish legal and policy
frameworks that promote accountability and
transparency, and enhance the participation of all
stakeholders at all levels of the system. Government
is the primary duty bearer for efficient, equitable and
sustainable financing of education, but funding can
also be drawn from multiple sources, and there
should be an enhanced focus on innovative financing
strategies that do not burden the poor and that
support quality public education. Public investment
should help address the equitable distribution of
resources across education sub-sectors and
geographic locations, and targeted programmes to
support marginalized groups. We strongly
recommend reaching the internationally recognized
benchmarks of 6 percent of gross domestic product
and/or 20 percent of total public expenditure for
education. While emphasizing that strong domestic
financing is the key to success, we also recommend
wider development partners to increase and better
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target their aid to education including official
development assistance (ODA). We ask that
international financing mechanisms, Global
Partnerships for Education (GPE) in particular,
support the implementation of the post-2015
education agenda according to the needs and
priorities of the respective countries.
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Towards the World Education Forum 2015
12. We request UNESCO, along with UNICEF and with
the support of the other EFA co-convening
agencies, civil society, and other international and
regional partners, to continue leading the
coordination of the development of the post-2015
education agenda, and the development of the
corresponding Framework for Action. We further
recommend that UNESCO continue to lead,
coordinate and provide technical support for the
implementation and monitoring of the future
education agenda.
We pledge to promote the future education
agenda in the upcoming intergovernmental
negotiations. We will also work to ensure that the
outcomes of the UNESCO World Conference on
Education for Sustainable Development to be held
in Nagoya, Aichi, Japan, on 10-12 November 2014,
are taken into account in the future education
agenda. We will ensure that the education goal
and targets of the global post-2015 development
agenda to be adopted by the UN Summit in
September 2015 are fully aligned with the
education agenda that will be adopted at the
World Education Forum to be held in Incheon,
Republic of Korea on 19-22 May 2015. To this end,
we will actively participate in future consultations,
and will facilitate and coordinate the debates in
our respective countries.
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ncdeygluy way (o) uey, Wdundigzungaznsuniwdiouiu Sepon and Nong district continued showing
a) o 2 (2} s 4 1 “ H 1
Wasufio Hwou 12 dw, Hicdojues, weojgemdy uxien, B1t¢  Village theatre on “Money Savings in a
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gednemudwis Tunudungwningsuiiuaio duiny, U Household” in 12 villages of Nong district,
a & S ey K e e o o o Savannakhet province, after they had already
(Biou nuwa § e, (3302 rsougudigelio 1,174 &u (lme

. o - . L - achieved the goal that they continue the shows
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Center in last February. There were the number
ﬂ”mq ¢ - - of participants are 1.174 people (including

Ql : . : i adults 940, females 451 and children within the

- age of 6-10 years studied in the primary level

are 234 people). However, all of the shows can
actively entertain and provide chances for all
audiences to learn something new and also give
a trail to exchange ideas from each other as
well as the women and including all children
who participated, this learning is not only giving
valuable lessons to adults as the main point, but
also to initiate the savings to our next
generation especially for primary students in
further.
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. R e o 3 University of Oklahoma, and Heribert Hinzen,
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Jodgnsuaudivu way Jonio ' You can download “Lifelong
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Words of appreciation and
gratitude”,and some photos of

' the event at www.dvv-

| international.la. The Chair of DVV

j International Board of Trustees,

| Dr. Dagmar Engels, and the

' former Director of the Romanian

| office, Mrs. Mariana Matache,

' joined the celebration.
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zﬁajﬁn (az wandi. vzM1dnsyaaAis)wrd Regional Perspectives. University of lasi,
Jzanalsuail, Sudi 27 - 30 (wal Romania, 27 — 30 April

The University of lasi has been organizing a series
of international conferences on adult education
for the last decade. This year the themes,
presentations and discussions centered on
university engagement through adult education
and lifelong learning. The conference was
supported by a consortium of Romanian
Universities for lasi, Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, and
Timisoara, and partners included ICAE, ASPBAE,
EAEA, PASCAL, and CR&DALL. Attached is the rich
conference program, the paper on “University
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Induction Ceremony International Adult and
Continuing Education Hall of Fame
lasi, 29 April

The IACE HOF was established in the year 1996, and
has now around 300 members who have been
inducted in the last 18 years. The University of
Oklahoma College of Continuing education is the
official headquarters. While in earlier years
members comprised mostly from the USA, the
number of inductees from other continents,
especially Asia and Europe, have grown
considerably. From the perspective of ASPBAE, EAEA
and DVV it should be noted that this year
longstanding partners like Prof. Chris Duke, England;
Dorothy Lucardie, Australia; Sturla Bjerkaker, ICAE;
Prof. Sari Mihaly, Hungary; and Prof. Milka
Atanasova (posthumus), Bulgaria, were among
those inducted. More information via
www.halloffame.outeach.ou.edu

Handing-over Ceremony for Community
Learning Center in Savannakhet province
7-8 May
The Community Learning Development Center (CLDC)
is established to be the fundamental key for the
effective provision of different NFE, and also serve as
the venues for all other development activities with
the ownership by target villages.

Following this concept the CLDC
handing over ceremony was
organized at Lakuen and Lateung
villages in Sepone district. The
participants included 95 people from
the 2 villages. The handing-over was
preceeded cheerfully together with
the speech by the Deputy Director of
District Education and Sport of Sepon
District, Mr. Fongsamoud
Thonemanisone, and also receiving
happy greetings by the village chief.
DVV International and
Welthungerhilfe contributed through
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the SCOPE project. After the
ceremony, all villagers and staff had
set up the sports and game
competitions for this special occasion
and participated joyfully. They were
and given awards from the Education
and Sports office in the Province in
order to praise for the winner and the
winning teams.

Presentation on Adult Education at the
University of Wuerzburg in Germany, 20 May

While on home leave, the Regional Director of DVV
International had the opportunity to present and
discuss with students and staff on “Europe and Asia
in Adult Education and Lifelong Learning. Aspects of
Comparison and Cooperation”.

The situation in Lao PDR and other countries of
Southeast Asia as well as the global perspectives of
the post 2015 education and development agendas
were part of the exchange with students studying
for the Master’s degree. Prof. Dr. Regina
Egetenmeyer holds the chair for adult education in
the Institte for Pedagogy at Wuerzburg University,
and she has strengthened international aspects in
recent years through her cooperation in the ASEM
Education Research Hub on Lifelong Learning. Later
this year several students will travel and study in
India. For more information, please look at
www.erwachsenenbildung.uni-wuerzburg.de and
www.adult-education.info
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Informal Sector

Please see at www.dvv-international.de

Newsletters

The ASPBAE Bulletin - access via www.aspbae.org

NEXUS - access via www.uil.unesco.org/home/

Voices Rising - access via www.icae2.org/

Education Policy Matters - access via epr.bgk@unesco.org
New Publications

Literacy, Adult Education and Lifelong Learning in Europe
and Asia Pacific

Adult Education in Southeast Asia and the Pacific
Lifelong Learning and Governance. From Programming to
Action - Selected Experiences from Asia and Europe
Available via: info@dvv-international.la
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