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Editorial
Dear readers,

The DVV International Office for
South and Southeast Asia is based in
Vientiane. Almost naturally much of
the work with partners is done in
Lao PDR, and then reported on in
the Newsletter. However, again and
again, we inform our readers also of
our work in the region, on a regional
level or in neighboring countries.
This time we look deeper into
Cambodia, and have chosen the
environmental education work of
the Youth Resource Development
Program, and the basic education
and literacy program in Ratanakiri
province.
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This is complemented by an article
on women’s empowerment which
features part of the work through

our Regional Office for Central Asia,
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Youth Movement for
Climate Change Response Project

“Climate Change and Gender” was the topic of the
youth forum conducted on the 23" of May 2014.
The purpose of the forum was to raise awareness of
youth on CC and its impacts, the role of youth,
particularly, roles and responsibilities of women in
responding to CC issues. 412 participants (235
females) came to the forum, mostly youth from 22
HEIs in Phnom Penh. Other participants including
representatives from MoE, MoWA, UN Women,
GAD/C and journalists also participated in the event.

After the national anthem, the forum started with a
role play by youth to reflect the problem of climate
change in Cambodia. The role play could help youth
better understand the adverse impacts of human
activities on the climate, contributing to global
warming and changes in weather conditions.
Furthermore, the increasingly visible gender aspects
of climate change were also played out. “Together,
for promoting gender equality, poverty reduction,
sustainable development, and good governance.”
was the summarizing message of the play.

In the panel discussions, concerns were raised
around the impact of climate change on women,
particularly around their rights to be involved in
social development activities, to have access to safe
drinking water and food, and to take part in decision
making processes. Climate change has been causing
changes in weather and rainfall patterns
contributing to more serious natural disasters, such
as floods and droughts, that severely affect crop
yields in Cambodia. In general, women have more
responsibilities to take care of the water supplies of
households which justify their involvement in any
decision concerning water management issues, or
community development projects.

The forum also addressed how climate change
impacted gender issues on a wider scale. Cambodia
ranks 99" out of 145 countries on the Gender
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Inequality Index, and does especially poorly on
access to education and public services, which has
been originated from the traditional rule of men and
women in the society, in addition to the social
restrictions and unequal distribution of power and
wealth among men and women.
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Youth waiting for question during forum

Moreover, 43 percent of women are estimated to
work in agriculture worldwide. 52.6 percent of the
Cambodian population is women, and, 21 percent of
the (or 2.2 million) people live in households headed
by women. Women constitute more than 65
percent of the farming population in Cambodia.

Like many other countries in the world, women
represent the majority of Cambodia’s poor and are
more dependent on natural resources.
Consequently, rural women can be more threatened
by climate change hazards, and thus they need to be
at the centre of attention in climate change
adaptation and mitigation strategies and
management plans. However, women’s role in
gaining a livelihood is not limited to agriculture;
women are also actively involved in fishing activities
and managing small livestock as well as the selling of
agricultural products or working in garment
factories.

Additionally, women contribute to the income of
the household through other small businesses such
as handicrafts and labor exchange. Despite the fact
that women's contribution as family labor is
considerably high, their work has often been
belittled and overlooked. This may also add extra
burden and pressure for women who on the one
hand represent responsible labor force, while on the
other are care takers of households, as they collect
fuelwood and water, and provide food for their
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families.

There are certain dimensions that put women on
the front line of climate change hazards such as lack
of access to formal education, economic poverty,
discrimination in food distribution, food insecurity,
limited access to resources, exclusion from policy
and decision-making institutions and processes and
other forms of social marginalization.

As the topic of how climate change affects women
in particular was new to many of the participants,
youth were very motivated to ask a lot of questions
from the speakers. The youth were waiting in a line
for their turn to raise their concerns and ideas. This
activity was highly appreciated and recognized by
the speakers, such as the secretariat of state of
MoWA who gave the opening speech, or by
journalists and other participants as well. The
program was broadcasted and received important
media coverage as well.
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Kavet Bilingual Literacy Project in Ratanakiri
Cambodia
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Some of the 15 new trainees for the intermediate level Khmer 3
teachers in mid-December 2014 as they prepare to take their
supplies back to their village

Nut Sot’s Story: the Undaunted Backwoods Scholar
Kavet Literacy student Nut Sot is now 13 years old,

although he looks much younger due to chronic
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malnutrition. He has to travel many hours on forest
trails every day to gain his education, because his
family farmstead is located in Cheung Leum Hamlet,
the most distant of the upland rice farming hamlets
of Kongnok Village. Cheung Leum Hamlet can only be
reached by a 3- hour trek from the Kongnok Village
on a very rough forest track.

Only a few years ago, Nut Sot was completely
illiterate. He had never attended the nearest primary
school, located in Kongnok Village, located about 10
kilometers from his hamlet. He faced many other
challenges as well. His family was extremely poor, and
his labor was needed in the fields. As the second
oldest of six children, he was responsible for helping
look after his younger siblings. His family
responsibilities increased after his mother died when
he was nine years old.

However, Nut Sot and his family were often cheated
by the traders who came to his hamlet to buy his
farm products, because he did not know how to
weigh items or calculate prices. No one his family had
never attended school, but life was rapidly changing
as the market economy replaced the traditional
barter economy. Getting cheated repeatedly by
unscrupulous traders motivated him to try and gain
an education, as his contribution to his family’s
livelihood and farm operation. Thus he decided to
enroll in primary school grade 1 in 2009.

From 2009-2011 he had to move to stay with
relatives in Lamuey Oh Village in order to be closer to
a primary school. However he moved back to his
distant hamlet in 2011 when he was 10 years old, and
enrolled in the primary school closest to his hamlet,
located at the Kongnok Village site. He had to ride his
bike for about 10 kilometers each way on a rough
forest trail. To get to school on time, he had to leave
his farmstead in Cheung Leum Hamlet at 4 AM. When
the weather was poor, he pushed his bicycle through
the mud or slept in his hammock near the school
building.

Nut Sot started attending evening literacy classes
when he moved back to his hamlet. He has
completed the Kavet bilingual literacy classes, and is
currently studying the intermediate Khmer curriculum
Book 3. For the first three years of literacy classes
(2011 through 2013), he had to trek to neighboring
Nong Weng hamlet, because the class in his hamlet
had to close due to lack of a literate person to serve
as teacher. In order to attend literacy class, he stayed
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overnight in Nong Weng as it was too far to walk
home in the dark, and he had no flashlight.

Thus Nut Sot kept a busy schedule of primary school
in the morning, literacy classes in the evening, and
helping on his family farm in the afternoon. This was
possible because primary school was only held in half
day shifts. His studies became easier in January 2014,
when the literacy class in his own hamlet of Cheung
Leum was re-opened. Thus he now is able to attend
evening literacy class in his own hamlet and sleep at
home.
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the young woman teacher (near blackboard, red shirt) is sitting
on the bamboo floor facing her young scholars

This school year Nut Sot entered grade 7. Thus since
October, 2014, he has been biking to the lower
secondary school in Veunsai District Center. This has
added about 8 kilometers and a round trip ferry
crossing to his 20 kilometer round trip commute. He
is very busy, especially since Grade 7 classes are full-
day rather than the half day primary school shifts. His
evening literacy class is currently studying Khmer
Book 3. He says his education is equipping him with
skills essential to his livelihood, such as read, write,
and calculate prices for his farm products. He says he
is happy that he has had an opportunity to learn,
despite the challenges in gaining an education. Most
important to him and his family is that he now
understands how to do marketing, and calculate
weights and market prices. His family no longer gets
cheated by the traders. He hopes that other children,
youth, and adults in his community also learn how to
read, write, and learn to calculate prices like he has.

Teacher Training: Former Literacy Students Being
Trained as Literacy Teachers
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Teacher Bleng Waen, of Lamuey Oh Village, sitting in the front
row at the November 2014 Kavet curriculum literacy teacher
training

Miss Bleng Waen is now 16 years old, and has been a
Kavet literacy teacher for two years, since she turned
14. Prior to that she was a literacy student herself for
2 years, after which she was able to test into grade 4
at the primary school. She is fortunate that the
primary school is not far from her house in Lamuey
Oh Village. In 2013, when in primary grade 5, she was
selected from among the top literacy students to be
trained as a literacy teacher, and started teaching
evening literacy classes. She is now a 6th grade
primary school student in the morning and a literacy
teacher in the evening, instructing 20 students, 9 of
whom are girls and young women.

Miss Vy is at her first teacher training in December
2014, learning how to teach the intermediate Khmer
Level 3 class. She is 13 years old, and has studied in
literacy classes since 2012. She was selected from
among the strongest students to become a teacher
for the new literacy cycle. She has 22 students,
including 8 young women and girls, and started
teaching mid December 2014.

Mr. Nyai is 17 years old, and also attending his first teacher training. He was selected from among the top
students in his village, and is a primary school student (grade 6) in the morning and a literacy teacher in the
evening. He started literacy classes in 2009-2010 with the Kavet series, and continued with the Khmer series
through 2012. He is currently teaching literacy to 15 students, of whom 4 are young women and girls.

Literacy Students and Classes

A total of 37 volunteer literacy teachers are instructing over 350 students in 19 classes. Over half of the

students are girls or young women.
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Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity:
Picture It!
Tatyana Zaichenko
DVV International Regional Office for Central Asia

“Where women are educated and empowered,
economies are more productive and strong. Where
women are fully represented, societies are more
peaceful and stable.”

- UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

In its overall strategy, the Institute for International
Cooperation of the German Adult Education
Association DVV International) describes its domestic
and international work as guided by a commitment to
human rights and principles on the promotion of
women and gender equality. We have our own
experiences and we provide support to partner
organisations promoting gender equality and
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With rising unemployment rates, lagging growth rates, and an
underqualified labour force, vocational adult education,
particularly for women and girls, is becoming more and more
challenging in in Kyrgyzstan.
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enhancing the situation of women in target countries.
Adult education and lifelong learning are powerful
vectors of women’s empowerment. We can do more
in disseminating ideas and tools throughout our
project offices. We can also do more in ensuring that
we systematically use the gender lens in planning and
implementing our own projects.

Training of women - an essential condition of family
prosperity

Since independence, Tajik society has undertaken a
number of concrete steps to improve the status of
women in society. It has acceded many international
conventions, passed many laws, government
programmes, and other government acts to promote
gender equality.

With rising unemployment rates, lagging growth rates
related to employment and labour resources, and an
underqualified labour force, vocational adult
education, particularly for women and girls, is
becoming more and more challenging in the labour
market and in the employment of the adult
population. UN Women is launching a year-long
campaign to re-energise the vision laid out at the
Beijing Women’s Conference. DVV International’s
goal is straightforward - renewed commitment,

strengthened action, and increased resources to
realise gender equality, women’s empowerment, and
human rights. We call it: Empowering Women,
Empowering Humanity: Picture It!

DVV International’s experience in vocational and life
skills training in penitentiary institutions

One of the target groups of the project - ‘CHANCE:
Adult Education in Penitentiary Institutions’,
implemented by DVV International in Kyrgyzstan and
the Kyrgyz Adult Education Association (KAEA) with
support of the EU Programme ‘Reforming of the
Penitentiary System in the Kyrgyz Republic’ — were
women of Penitentiary Institution #2 (Women’s

Colony).

Women are one of the most marginalised groups in
Kyrgyzstan, and women convicts are even more
marginalised because of the fact that they are away
from their families and live in poor conditions. Many
of them never received a proper education, and
never had a chance to work or engage in any
activities or trainings. The main purpose of ‘CHANCE’
was to support the efforts of convicts to return to
socially useful ways of living through trainings,
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especially vocational trainings.

Vocational training courses were offered to women
convicts in bakery and confectionary classes and in
sewing. The main objective was to prepare the
women for normal life after they are released from
prison, and to provide them with employment and
income generation opportunities in the penitentiary
institution. These professions were selected due to
the availability of bakery and sewing facilities at the
institution and the high demand for them in the
labour market, increasing chances of employment for
the women after release from prison. Women
convicts also expressed their interest in obtaining
male-centric vocations such as electricians, welders,
and construction worker.

a0Uxd38ud297 "lenin", tngnueeIniuit33m WKL WEaLUIN
Mdzruau (KAEA), Tcoudiesvniivaznyunoiuwzeruuesiining
wUS3FUdLmSAniiduls lnundif ueeitndzdntoueunauiin
SuSw, Mulndusudg12ulnugziwIzcly

The main purpose of ‘CHANCE’, a project of DVV International in
Kyrgyzstan and the Kyrgyz Adult Education Association (KAEA ),

was to support the efforts of women convicts to return to
socially useful ways of living through trainings, especially
vocational trainings.

DVV International’s life skills programme consists of 5
modules - (1) non-conflict communication (2) law
and legislation (3) self-management (4) healthy life
style (5) art-therapy. Participants have shown great

interest in the courses and have actively participated
in the trainings, defining them as a “breath of fresh
air - the air of freedom”. The courses offer
participants a space where they share their personal
experiences, discuss models of behaviour in different
situations, and ask questions.

By implementing such projects and working with women convicts, DVV International continuously seeks to
assess the efficiency of its efforts and approaches. Surveys have shown that during the vocational training
courses, most participants are hopeful of finding employment after release from prison and feel confident

about their abilities once they return to everyday life.



azUudi Issue 4| 2014

New learning opportunities have helped the convicts strengthen their abilities and communication skills. It has
restored their belief in returning to a meaningful life once they re-engage themselves in their communities.
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Workshop on Youth and Inclusive Citizenship:
Approaches to Realise Demographic Dividends in
Asia — Pacific, Delhi, India, 8-10 September

nergudniotdindsoufiviny sxufiudionudta  The workshop was jointly organized by PRIA, Society for

cuuDgousouluei®, srufugduBdnTddionudn
gidutiun cay nwdnzdtng cax 833 Sudougud.
GiS1sou 40 v Huram 10 Yzann, aoudiginmoii
SnucSuIle (ay 0TUINZUS.

Participatory Research in Asia, ASPBAE, the Asia South
Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education, and
DVV International. There were 40 participants from 10
countries, including NGO representatives and youth
from marginalized communities.

Ministry of Educations and Sports,
Non-formal Education
Development Center, Lao
Women’s Union, Lao Youth Union
from Lao PDR and the regional
office in Vientiane were also
represented. The Deputy Director
of DVV International from Bonn
joined, as well and contributed
with some relevant insights from
the European level.
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Furthermore, the program was rich with
contribution from all participating countries,
delivering actively in various areas, via
presentations, group discussions, and field visits,
which provided opportunities for all participants
to express their views on education, skills
development and youth policies in the Asia-
Pacific region. Lao participants learnt several
lessons regarding youth involvement towards
inclusive citizenship, as well as about current
regional and global issues concerning the young
generation. Women and youth participation
needs to be especially strengthened in the fields
of skills development, education, health care,
gender equality, and in the fight against violence
on women and children. Two celebrations
rounded up the workshop: International Literacy
Day, and 50 Years of ASPBAE. More information
can be found on www.pria.org and
www.aspbae.org

10,
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Lytou Boapao opened and closed the
conference, Former Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Education of
Korea, Prof. Kim Shinil, gave the keynote.
The book reports on all three meetings,
and prints a selected set of presentations.
Additionally it provides a CD with all other
PPTs, photos, materials, and documents
that were used. We assume that it will be
a good opportunity to deepen the
understanding on the way to the World
Education Forum in Korea 2015. Printed
copies of the book are available through
DVV International office in Vientiane, and
the e-version via the Link below.
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The Informal Education Development Partner Working Group had its monthly meeting in the DVV

International regional office in Watnak. Several interesting points were covered by the agenda. Key issues

included experiences from a project on textbook distribution, the preparation of the new Education Sector

Development Plan (2016 — 2020), and the Joint Sector Review Mission process for 2015. The IEDWG is an

important instrument for information and exchange, and through the Chair it can bring ideas and finding

forward as the Co-Chair to the Education Sector Development Group (ESWG).

g1ycdunsjuzgugnysadgirluniudsisy APUCEN Summit on Leadership in Transforming
£|1ﬁuﬁ§uzf]‘ﬁné1, U019, vacacgy, 21-23 Community for a Better Tomorrow, Penang,
NnuYI Malaysia, 21-23 September

(fio21ug USuUzMDNUItaeIS-U1BIn(sWiEy), 1d The Asia-Pacific University-Community Engagement
13838000 2011, tnuszwizalunugssivgzopy Network (APUCEN) was founded in 2011, especially with

MNULMIBNLONA UGy, dienwd33 Budicugul  Ssupport from the University Sains Malaysia. DVV
International regional office Vientiane joined the network

after the APUCEN Chairperson participated in the

conference in Vang Vieng on Quality Education and
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A number of interesting presentations covered experiences on how Universities can engage with communities
and help with research, project, and other experience. Partners of DVV International from SEAMEO Center of
Lifelong Learning in Vietnam, from the NEP, the NGO Education Partnership in Cambodia, and from Lao PDR
the Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Education, NUOL, and representatives from the regional office joined. They
all were active in a parallel session on good practice were the frequent question was asked: How can we work
together more and better in the future? For more information on http://pobs.cc/yyun and
www.apucen.usm.my

n9YUsguNnIWEINIGlmHuviygIn National Conference Adult Education in
USna9IunanIu: NUYSASY ((AS Biaasus Uzbekistan: Reforms and perspectives,
dagiu, Sud 24-25 fiuga Tashkent, Usbekistan, 24-25 September

nergudyniotdsoufivinarndty diegnunuaiinay The conference was jointly organized by UNESCO
cﬁg@ymngjin Wdnfiy, N¥g0I9120vaN, ILUIAL Representative Office in Tashkent, National UNESCO

Wenuiinnzuiesigioniu wax ¢lne weswRgnw waz  Commission, Ministry for Higher and Secondary

®



azUudi Issue 4| 2014

833 Bucficusud diegniudrdwintuiiodng. DddEsou
Jzuaw 150 11y Qouign YU 10 furen N¥goII9Nn
AN €Qe A7 €Qe 3IN Fiegnuus PwnbuiioIIv.
(dunjnsougulng MauseIvwindnnzIJud, tunncey
Azdudzandeynongiv, (Ag1iiniues)iaegs, wax Ny
gigrwouniulme (33 Suugul. Joadiuanniudigoy
¢iS1ounuSINuguIUNI INNJoTiugsuouNI 29INIUSN
21990 2015 €z NEyINIWYOINO.

Vocational Education, Association for Congruous
Development of Youth and Adults of Uzbekistan, and
DVV International regional office for Central Asia.
There were 150 participants from within the country,
regional and international, including Lao PDR with
representatives from MoES, and the regional office
Vientiane. Guests of honor included the Vice-
Minister, the German Ambassador, the Secretary
General of ICAE, and the Director of DVV
International. Key note presentations came from the
Assistant Director General of UNESCO on the post
2015 process, in line with the Muscat agreement.
Important themes were CONFINTEA, the Learning
Cities, European strategy 2020 on adult learning. A
podium-discussion on adult education was organized
in the last session. During the conference there were
interesting exchanges on the role and practice of
reforms and perspectives on adult education. Final
recommendations were approved by participants
who also saw a sand animation show. For more
information see www.dvv-international.uz
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Meeting of DVV International regional directors
with headquarters, Bonn, 20 — 21 October

The yearly meetings of senior staff from headquarters and offices around the world are an important event to
inform on latest developments in the organization as well as in the related Ministries, especially in respect to
policy and funding. This year major topics covered branding and fundraising, the role of universities in
cooperation, the post 2015 education and development agenda, social structural as well as emergency aid,
reform processes and deepening exchanges. For further information contact the regional director of DVV
International in Vientiane at hinzen@dvv-international.la

®



azludi Issue 4| 2014

n9juzguSIuzUI29)IsUduiianswIva19-

tdoaziiunyadiv “Suzergracdiluniandsita
6G939” Judi 24 01 ¥ VLas UMYV

gruifiuionzwwae-tuasiu WEInnejusgudusugy
HuzmBnzortantizan, aruedgroriigin sydune)
UrgUiidndiu way tEHdwsdudinmamfioged way ny
UeBiindo3381uoIngwetBordngn uay nwindusu
3218v, (8JnerguiiimotdSuniugiiugzoyuduniy
BuUMNSIN1U DAAD diggniudsuwantufivLannogausl.
ngWrgutGitnidnlnumuendnarargrnneuas iy
U110 war Doatgzildiwoutijesgdiunrtis oguain
Yzanneuaz iy cay 210, WiivasudwnuzniSnenta
@dindncdisngzioy vzanawuaziu ftddszaTigmnge
Huma. gruBnednindnsige)fiudsuyaduciuuyiingiu
2o3tioInIu 333 Sudiusul U Bwanbuiio3yTunides
Soutdun3ofiv. MJuaruarenududodutdi
keomek@dvv-international.la

Alumni Symposium of LGFA on “Science Meets
Practice”, Vientiane, 24 October

The Lao-German Friendship Association (LGFA)
organized an important workshop bringing
experiences from theory and practice in vocational
education and training closer together at the Faculty
of Engineering, National University of Laos (NUOL),
with financial support by DAAD Regional Office
Vietnam. The German Ambassador opened the
symposium, and a number of presentations by
German and Lao resource persons, including from
Technical University Dresden Germany, facilitated a
rich debate. Two Alumini who are now DVV
International staff at the regional office in Vientiane,
participated also. For more details contact us at
keomek@dvv-international.la
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MKW Melbourne Knowledge Week on Lifelong
Learning for Sustainable Development,
Melbourne, 28 — 30 October
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Melbourne Knowledge Week (MKW) is a very
interesting format for a wide variety of events
informing the public, and providing opportunities
for a debate on local, national, and global issues.
The RMIT University EU Center joined with a forum
on Lifelong Education for Sustainable Developments
where presentations from DVV International, Adult
Learning Australia, and Education International
kicked-off a rich question and answer session. A
second meeting during the week was “Speak Up,
Speak Out. Australian Voices for Global Education
Advocacy”. ASPBAE (Asian South Pacific Association
of Basic and Adult Education) had invited a number
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of presenters who prepared the participants well for
deeper sharing. At the end, all had bit from a
birthday cake on the occasion that ASPBAE@50 — as
it celebrates its foundation in 1964. More
information via hinzen@dvv-international.la
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Festival of Learning: Asia Pacific Civil Society
Defining the Education for the Future in
Yogyakarta, Indonesia from November 18 to 21

There are over 200 civil society representatives from
different national education NGOs from Asia Pacific
region joined the FOL in Yogyakarta, Indonesia,
hosted by PEKKA the local organization in Yogyakarta.
The FOL is being organized at a moment when the
world debates and collectively shapes the new
development and education agenda, post 2015.

It is anticipated, that like
its forerunners, the
Millennium
Development Goals
(MDGs) and Education
for All (EFA). The FOL
was organized along
various modalities of
learning and exchange:
in discussions and
debates on education
policy advocacies,
workshops on
contemporary themes of
adult education,
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conversations to reflect and debate on the contextual
regional challenges and innovative ways of harnessing
the opportunities to advance CSO and ASPBAE work
in securing the right to education and lifelong
learning in the Asia Pacific region. The FOL will also
offer an occasion for ASPBAE and its members to
honour ASPBAE’s 50 years of work and collectively
define its vision ‘beyond 50’ - one that persists in
advancing adult education and lifelong learning that
empowers citizens and communities to transform
their lives and conditions. For more information

please see https://aspbaefol.wordpress.com and Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlzy2FAO HUw
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Interesting

Important Websites in the region

www.aspbae.org

WWW.pria.org

Interesting publications

Adult Education and Development
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80: Post 2015

81: Communities

International Perspectives in Adult Education

66: Closing the Book for Keeping them Open?

68: Technical and Vocational Skills Development in the
Informal Sector

Please see at www.dvv-international.de

Newsletters

The ASPBAE Bulletin - access via www.aspbae.org

NEXUS - access via www.uil.unesco.org/home/

Voices Rising - access via www.icae2.org/

Education Policy Matters - access via epr.bgk@unesco.org
New Publications

Literacy, Adult Education and Lifelong Learning in Europe
and Asia Pacific

Adult Education in Southeast Asia and the Pacific
Lifelong Learning and Governance. From Programming to
Action - Selected Experiences from Asia and Europe

Available via: info@dvv-international.la
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Address and contact details:

DVV International

Regional Office South- and Southeast Asia

351/19 Unit | Watnak Nyai Road | Thaphalanxay Village
Sisatthanak District

P.O. Box 1215 | Vientiane | Lao PDR

Phone: ++856 21 315832-3

Fax: ++856 21 312511

E-mail: info@dvv-international.la

Internet: www.dvv-international.la
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